
 

Hello fellow quilters,  
 

Welcome to a brand new year of quilting at Patchwork by Sea. I know 
it is something we all say every year, but how fast did 2011 go by. 
Before we know it, we will turn around and it will be Christmas again. 
Jen & I would like to say a very big thank you for all your support 
over the past few years. Without your continued support shops like 
ours would not be here. 
Now, if you have not been in the shop for a while, why not stop by 
and have a look at the exciting new layout of the shop. During the 
week between Christmas and New Year, Jen and I spent a few days 
(and nights) moving the shop around. We are enjoying working with 
the new floor plan and we are getting very favourable comments from 
our customers. So why not stop by and check it out. 
So, what did we do last term? We started with a trip to Brisbane for the 
Craft & Quilt Fair in October. It was good to meet many of our BOM 
customers and be able to put a face to the names that we see every 
month. Whilst there we stayed with some really good friends and it 
was great catching up. Some great laughs were had on a few nights 
over a glass or 2 of wine.  
November seems to be the busiest time of the year for us. We started 
out with our Melbourne Cup Mystery. This was a great day, and I am 
sure that those who attended had a great time. This year the quilt that 
was made, or at least started, was a stunning Christmas quilt. Kits for 
this quilt are available in the shop if you would like to get an early 
start on Christmas 2012. There are also matching tree skirts and table 
runners.  This week also included our home town Craft & Quilt Fair. 
A time to catch up with many of our friends & customers. There were 
also many faces that we have not seen in the shop for a while. So if 
you are one of those faces, drop in and visit us soon and have a look 
at the new layout of the shop. The end of November took us back to 
Melbourne for our Trade Fair. On the way home we took a few extra 
days and visited the Grampians. Usually we drive past several times a 
year and it is somewhere that is well worth the time taken to go. This 
is one amazing piece of Australia. 
December brought us to Christmas. Jen & I enjoyed spending two 
days with our family. Nothing better than quality time with those 
you love the most in your life. We hope that you enjoyed Christmas 
and that all your wishes will be granted for 2012. 
 

Until next time, Hugz and Happy Quilting 
Jen, Terry & the team at Patchwork by Sea. 

NEWSLETTER  January - March 2012 

 

Pa
tc

hw
o

rk
 B

y 
Se

a 
E

m
a

il
:p

b
y

se
a

@
b

ig
p

o
n

d
.c

o
m

 
W

e
b

si
te

: 
 w

w
w

.p
a

tc
h

w
o

rk
b

y
se

a
.c

o
m

.a
u

 

Contact;  
Jennifer or 

Terry Minchinton 
 

49 Jetty Road 
BRIGHTON  SA  5048 

 
Tel: (08) 8377 3942 
Fax: (08) 8377 3943 

 

Open 7 Days 9am-5pm 
Public Holidays 10am-4pm 

Check out our class list on pages 4 for our exciting Workshops for term 1 2012 
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Australia Day Sale 
Yes, our January sale is on again this year. From Thursday 26th until Sunday 29th 
January all fabrics will be reduced by 25%. All of our loose 30cm pre-cut pieces will 
be reduced by 40%. Books, patterns and Habby will be reduced by 20%. There will 
also be a selection of fabrics in the class room, some for as little as $2.50 per metre. 
Some exclusions will apply. Loyalty cards do not apply during this sale. 

1600 Jelly Roll Class. 
You may have noticed this class on the workshop listing. This is intended as a morning of 
fun. This type of class is fast becoming very popular and a lot of people overseas have already 
caught onto this fun class. The morning session of the class will be used to prepare your Jelly 
Roll then the fun will start. The next step is that we will all start at the same time and the first  
lady finished will win a $20 gift voucher. There is a record time held for the first finished and 
it will be interesting to see how close we will get to that record. This class may be repeated 
per term, depending on itõs popularity. Technique courtesy of Heirloom Creations. 

New Block of the Months.  Well it may have been delayed a little but our latest BOM 
ôPond Houseõ by Lynette Anderson is now underway. This quilt is based on log cabin blocks with 
vine appliqués. The BOM runs for 10 months and cost $45 per month plus postage. Pictured at 
right on the bottom is Lynetteõs original quilt while our version is 
pictured above which is in raspberries, teals and yummy chocolates. You 
can always watch the progress of our quilts as new blocks are added on 
our Facebook page. Also due to be cut during January will be ôBeach 
Walkõ by McKenna Ryan. This BOM runs for 9 months. Pricing of this 
BOM will again be on our website as soon 
as it has been cut for the first time. If you 
have received this newsletter via email, you 
can click on the Facebook logo below to 
be taken straight to our Patchwork by Sea 
page. And while youõre there, donõt forget 
to click on ôLike Usõ  so that you can be 
kept up to date with what we are up to. 

Public holidays for term 1 
This year there are a couple of public holidays during term 1. We will be open from 10am until 
4pm on Thursday 26th January & Monday 12th March. For Easter this year we will be closed on 
Good Friday 6th April, but open on 7th, 8th and 9th April from 10am until 4pm. 

2012 Diary's 
Do you have this years diary? We have a number of Homespun diaryõs in stock that are now half 
price. This diary is worth $19.95, but you can now pick one up for $10.00  while stocks last. 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/pages/Patchwork-by-Sea/187661154581547
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Paper versus Email Newsletter. 
This will be one of the last times that our newsletter will be posted to you in a paper version. If you 
have received this via post and would like to continue to receive this newsletter, please register your 
email address with us before the end of June. Simply email us on pbysea@bigpond.com and ask to 
be added to our email newsletter list. Our newsletters from July onward will only be sent via email, 
or posted by prior arrangements only. Donõt forget that our newsletters are always available on the 
website and you will be able to pick up a paper version in the shop when you visit us. This has been 
a hard decision to make and one that Jen & I have talked about for many months. 

Why Shop Local?   I have tried to stay away from this topic in our newsletters, but after having the 
shops in Australia labelled as ôcharging exorbitant prices and ôripping people offõ, I feel I need to have a little 
say. I find it a sad thing when shops close (2 in SA in the last 2 months) and over the last year we have heard 
of so many shops around Australia that have closed. Not all shops carry the same ranges and it is another 
choice of fabrics that can disappear off the shelves. Now there can be several reasons why, it may be that the 
owners feel itõs time to move on, but it can also to attributed to purchasing from overseas and with the 
strength of the Aussie dollar at the moment it is tempting to purchase from USA. 
We here in Australia have a very high standard of life, it is something that unions have fought for, for years. 
There are several things that make us so different. While fabrics can be purchased cheaper from O/S we 
(shops in Aus) cannot even purchase fabrics for the prices being charged in retail shop in the US. We are not 
able to purchase direct from wholesalers in the US nor can we import commercial quantities from US shops. 
We buy our fabrics from Australian wholesalers that import from O/S. These importers bare massive costs 
such as freight, which can be as much as $1 per metre. They also must buy the  licensing rights for the fabric, 
as well as import duties. They also have the rent, wages, superannuation, Workcover, GST, utilities and all 
other associated costs, all of which are higher here than in the US. Shops here also have most of these costs. 
We also have 4 weeks paid annual leave here compared to 2 weeks in the US. Wages in Australia can almost 
be triple to those of the US. Over the last year we have had a very strong Aussie dollar. Also while our dollar 
has been high, there has been a price rise in raw cotton by as much as 150% which has very little said about 
it. While people expect our price to drop because of the dollar, we are lucky that the strength of the dollar 
has absorbed the rise in cotton prices. Wholesalers do pass on price reductions when possible and we have 
seen some of these. At Patchwork by Sea we pass these onto you, our customers when they do happen. 
Please do not be offended by what I have written, but I believe that comments that õshops rip people offõ 
come from people that are ill-informed. I just wanted to shed a bit of light on a topic that is emotional to 
so many in the industry at the moment. 

Cosmo threads 
We now have in stock Cosmo embroidery threads. There are almost 400 colours in the range of 
solid 6 stranded threads. These are a great alternative to stitching with DMC threads and I am sure 
that if you start stitching with them you will fall in love with them. Our variegated threads 
unfortunately are running a bit late as the stand is being specially made for us. 

Parking. 
Do you know there is a place close by where you can always get parking? If you donõt mind a 
small walk, Commercial Road is just before the train crossing on Jetty Rd and during the day 
there is parking there that is used for both the Masonic Hall and Windsor Theatre. There is always 
parking there and it can be a bit easier than driving around the block a few times trying to find 
parking. This is where we hold our major workshops and parking is never an issue there.  
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Workshop Listing for term one -  2012  
Samples of most workshops will be on display in the shop prior to the class.  

Bookings will only be taken with full payment.   

All workshops will be held in the shop unless otherwise notified.  

We allow 10% discount off items purchased in the shop for your workshop.  

Class                 When  Cost  

Stitching with Jennifer  

Come along for an informal day of hand stitching with Jen. Learn 

something new or just come along for the friendship.  

 

Saturday  

4th February  

4th March & 21st April  

10am ð3.00pm  

$10  
Plus 

pattern  

Whole Cloth Kaleidoscope with Terry  

This technique makes for a fun quilt and it is made wholly using 

one fabric and one block. Beware it is very addictive.  

Saturday  

18th February  

9.30am ð4.30pm  

$50  

Machine Quilting with Rachelle Denneny.   

Would you like to learn the art of free motion quilting?? Come and 

learn from our multi award winning Rachelle.  

Friday  

24th February  

9.30am -  4.00pm  

$60  

Beginners Class with Kerryn Brand.  

In this 4 week workshop you will learn the art of patchwork. From  

templates, rotary cutting, appliqué, piecing and borders.  

Saturday  

25th Feb, 3rd, 17th & 

24March  

10am ð1pm  

$100  

 

 

Machine Appliqué with Rachelle Denneny.  

Learn how to master the art of Rachelleôs method of Machine  

Appliqué. Rachelle will show you how to machine appliqué but 

achieve the look of needle turn appliqué.  

Friday  

16th March  

9.30am -  4.00pm  

$60  

Machine Quilting with Rachelle Denneny.   

Would you like to learn the art of free motion quilting?? Come and 

learn from our multi award winning Rachelle.  

 

Friday  

23rd March  

9.30am -  4.00pm  

$60  

English Paper Piecing with Jennifer  

Would you like to learn the art of English paper piecing. Jen will 

show you just how easy it is.  

Saturday  

31st March  

10.00am ð3.00pm  

$15  

Plus 

starter 

kit  

1600 Jelly Roll Quilt with Terry  

Come along and make a quilt top in under 1 hour (plus prep). Yes 

this maybe April fools day but this is no joke. A prize will be 

awarded for the first finished. Jelly Roll to be purchased from the 

shop for this workshop.  

Sunday  

1st April  

9.30am start  

$20  

Plus 

Jelly 

Roll  

Sit & Sew with Rachelle Denneny  

Bring along your own quilting project or start a new one. Rachelle 

will be able to help you with any questions you might have. Come 

along and meet some new friends and have a cuppa.  

Wednesdays  

during school term  

12.30 -  3.00pm  

$15  

Per 

day  

Sew & Chat with Jen & Terry  

Come along after work and enjoy a chat while you work on your 

own project. Meet some new friends and enjoy a cuppa.  

There is no teacher in the classroom for this session.  

Wednesday Nights  

6.30 -  9.30pm  

$10  

Sew & Chat with Jen & Terry  

Due to our Wednesday night sew & chat usually being full, we have 

now an additional night. Come along after work and enjoy a chat 

while you work on your own project. Meet some new friends and 

enjoy a cuppa. There is no teacher for this session.  

Thursday Nights  

6.30 -  9.30pm  

2nd & 4th Thursday  

of the month.  

$10  


